Editorial

Dear readers,

This issue partially builds on the outcomes of the biennial conference of the Czech
Association for Social Anthropology, which took place in 2025 in Pardubice, and
focused on the theme “Ageing of Anthropology, Ageing in Anthropology.” At the
conference, the two keynote speakers, Andrew Russell and Jeanette Pols, decided
to revise their presentations into full-length articles and submit them to Cargo
Journal for the peer review process. Given their prominence in contemporary
anthropology, we greatly appreciate these contributions.

Andrew J. Russell is a graduate of the University of Oxford and the University
of Pennsylvania and a leading figure in the field of biomedical anthropology. He is
known for his research among the Yakha people in Nepal and for his contributions
to transnational public health studies. His Anthropology of Tobacco is particularly
highly valued. This book, which he published in 2019, is a retrospective and
transnational overview that presents tobacco as one of the commodities that has
continuously accompanied humanity through many stages of its development,
“delineates and traverses boundaries between our bodies and the external world,”
and “facilitates interaction between people in some cases but, in others, blocks
it” (2019: 224). In his contribution to Cargo, the author retrospectively traces
the developmental changes anthropology has undergone and identifies what he
considers to be its most fundamental transformations.

Jeannette Pols, the Professor of Anthropology of Everyday Ethics at the
Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Behavioural & Social Sciences, and
the Department of Ethics, Law & Humanities of the Amsterdam Medical
Centre, University of Amsterdam, graduated with degrees in Social Philosophy
and Clinical Psychology from the University of Groningen and received a PhD
from the University of Twente. Experts from many countries around the world
are involved in her projects focused on the theory and ethics of science and
“Reinventing the Good Life” through the use of new technologies. Her “research
tools developed from a material semiotic elaboration of domestication theory”
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(Pols 2012: 17) apply the view that “animals, plants and technologies do not deter-
mine our lives but come to live with us, in our homes, and on our terms.” (Pols
2012: 18) The next question, then, is how this coexistence works. She suggested a
topic for Cargo Journal that is closely related to this issue and analyses different
constellations of relationships that are hidden under the label ‘community’.

The following text also deals with new technologies. Petr Mares discusses the
technological singularity here. Through an interdisciplinary analysis, the text
interprets this postmodern phenomenon as a cybercultural myth that revitalises
traditional eschatological notions of salvation and the transcendence of humanity,
leading to the emergence of a posthuman entity—the metahuman.

The block of peer-reviewed studies concludes with Petr Macek and Veronika
Hujacovd’s text, “From Alternative Lifestyles to Conspiracy Theories.” The con-
cept of conspirituality, as used in the text, relates to the issue of control over the
products and resources a person has at their disposal and wishes to utilise in
their life.

The four peer-reviewed studies are followed by two book reviews.
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